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Dear Azalea Park in a delicate conversation where the
Faithful, person youdre adveml ki ng to
want to understand who God is and

wor'dj What a great month of what he has done, grab a piece of
ur

7L

INSIDE

Pastor 6sl P3i
Choir Director -6

Missions -3 LA . . scratch paper, a napkin or whatever,
UMM 5 i From Q learning we have just - "o i eir permission to sketch out
UMW .7 ‘P&St.or‘ had with the Just Walk this bridge lt6s an i ma
J| Across The Room '
o soon forget, | assure yo
study! The entire idea it goes

of JWATR is that it must not end here.
We have learned so that we can DO!!!
And DO we must if the kingdom is to
grow, if we are to grow.

We have learned that we must
% get out of our Circles Of Comfort and

For starters, we have to estab-
lish the reality of two beings: people
and God. Between people and God is a
great chasmd a division that exists
because of peopleds prop

enter the Zone Of The Unknown in bel agains t. God 0s way an
. . : own way instead. The Bible calls this
order to Develop Friendships and Dis- . . X .
. Aisin. o Hereds how you d
/ cover the Stories of new folks and all
the while we must be listening to the People God
Holy Spirit to Discern Next Steps. This

is how God (the Holy Spirit) directs us

when and where to share 0 story
3 and our own story. The beautiful
? ' thing is that once webv that we

[g Hﬁrﬁ! can leave the converting to God be- The gilemma people face is
cause thatods not oML el )
) _ that we'want to get to God but know
A couple reminders: N )
we canbd6t just | eap over

God has a story. A powerful we try exerting human effort, hoping
story. And your jobd and mined isto  we can get the bridge built. In the
l earn to tell i tandvendl, ive realiz@ thag all hémmameft r i e d

true way of expl aifaortinnhg woBdwlldeer betemough
that you might consider committing to  to get us to the other side.

Deadline for memory, if you havergple done so Gd! -
copy. ready. Remember the illustration
15thofthemonthffcal | ed fiThe Bridge?o e Bridge is
prior to quite simple, really, but it is a powerful
publication. way to illustrate precisely what Godd
and his Son, Jesus Chrisb did for hu-
mankind.

The next time you find yourself (Contdd page 2)
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But thankfully, God sympathized with our
dilemma. And because he loved us so much, he
intervened so that we would have a means of
getting close to him. His solution was to choose
his Son, Jesus, to serve as the bridge.

People 6d

If you remember nothing else about the
bridge illustration, remember this: Christ came
to earth to be our bridge, and whoever makes
the decision to cross the bridge will live with
God forever.

Not only does God have a story, which is
what we just looked at. But you have a story as
well. A powerful story. And your job is to learn
to tell it well!

Friends, if you have come into relation-
ship with God through his Son, Jesus Christ,
then you have a wonderful, redemptive story to
t el l Hereds why thato

Regardless how old you were when you
came to faith, hopefully you were different be-
fore Christ than you are  after Christ in-
vaded your world and beautifully wrecked it with
things like grace and mercy and love.

Take the guy from Luke 5 who once had
leprosy. He met Jesus and was healed!

Can you /magine what that experience
must have been like for that man?

What do you think he told every, single
person who would listen from that point for-

ward?! i | was a |l eper. But
Chri st And now | 6m he
completely healed. 0

Well, regardless how old you were when
you came to faith, hopefully you were different
before Christthanyou are  after Christ in-
vaded your world and beautifully wrecked it with
things like grace and mercy and love. And
that és about alll peopl
the bl ocks é whbafore yoo u
came to Christ. What the experience was like
of embracing faith in him. And what you are like
after that decision.

Youol |

come acr oss

of well-told faith stories in your reading of Just
Walk Across the Roonthis week, but let me just

give you the Anuto -amd- a f ew
afters.
Al was striving é but nc
il wadeselrtbctive €& but
heal thy. o
AGuilty, but now | iberat
fiFesatrri cken, but now con
fiDespairing, but now horg

Your own before-and-af t er doesnot
to be more complicated than this, friends. It just

has to be simpl e, humbl e, S
Sounds pretty straightforward, right?
| agree é it should be t

effective before-and-after faith story. But | have
totellyouthat i t 6 s qui te possi bl e
stories webre talking about
derail.

First, faith stories derail when a Christ-
followerj ust wo n 6t Heoversuppliesp .
and just s/aughtersthe demand. He goes on
and on and on é and even
sends all sorts of warning signals that disinterest
and disdairehaveé taken root, the storyteller
obliviously keeps chatting away.

Second, faith stories derail when a Christ
-followerisf uzzy about the storybé
theme. She gets all tangled up in a dozen story
lines and leaves her listener frustrated, ex-
hausted, and baffled.

Third, faith stories derail when a Christ-
follower lays out a string of four -syllable
Christian -insider words that no one outside
the family of faith can understand.

Finally, our story can derail if we act all
stmemi or melti ke wedr e
adned é totally and

Remember , I 6m wai
faith stories. You can email them to me at
tonychance@bellsouth.net

You also can mail it to me here at the
church or just hand it to me on Sunday.

We do this for God. We do it so that we
ean tale @abpletwith ub te beaverr. Argl the
wandedul dide therefit to all this is that our
church will grow.

Blessing to you all as become Walk
Across The Room people, Pastor Tony
some great exampl es

af

trying

ting toc

out of


mailto:tonychance@bellsouth.net
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M
| What a SUPER response  to Souper Sunday!!  Thanks to you
Church, we were able to deliver 22 bags of food to the Christian Service Cen-
S ter who eagerly received it. Many hungry people were the recipients of your
caring and love. Thanks be to God for His many blessings. Always remem-
S ber, God loves you-and so do we. Thank you church for all your support for
the mission projects.

I In His Love,
O Your Missions Team
N
S
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CHILDREN & YOUTH COUNCIL . . .

Our annual Pancake breakfast and Egg Hunt will be
held on Saturday, April 3rd beginning at 9:00 a.m.
The Egg Hunt will follow at 10:00 a.m. We will be
accepting candy or monetary donations for this event.

Share God's Word The Pancake breakfast is being provided by the
United Methodist Men and is open to everyone.
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Ar\ 6 _ We appreciate all the prayers for my mom, Mildred |
¢ @al Katschor, as well as the Prayer Quilts for her and Pat. It is won- I
o ¢ derful to be wrapped not only in the warmth of the quilt |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

k6" \ (especially during these cool days), but also to be wrapped in the
° avt > warmth of Christian love. ]
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JANUARY /FEBRUARY 2010
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Week Attendance Offering

1/31 101 $2735
wardship 2/7 87 $3790
Update 2/14 74 $2190

2/21 80 $2724

Our apportionments PAIDd $141208 - Remainder DUE for this yea® $15,689been
The offerings reflect money given under pledges and tithes that are used to pay bills
for the general operations of this church. BUDGET OFFERING NEEDED EACH
WEEKJd $ 3504.00

iFreely you have received free

Matthew 1008

0Oo0o0Do0ooDoDo0oO0o0Do0Do0Do0Do0o0DoDo0o0Dooo0ooboooaoao
Ooo0ooowWwOoOOoOoooooooDoDoDoDoOoOooaoaoaoaoaog

Oooooo0oooDoooo0doooooDoo0oo0ododo0ooDoooDoo0Do0Dooo0DbOoooDoo0ob0oooooooooaoad

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your r
- Philippians 4.6
REQUESTS
—FOR—— Karen Bryan : pray for my sister, Pat in Denver, having back surgery today, Mon., Feb. 8.
PRAYER Bar c orbscent death of Barco6s brother, Buck.
Ki | g d-éngily of Bill Wright who passed away this past Tuesday.
Mary Henry : great granddaughter, Abagail, 9 months old who had eye surgery this past Thursday.
Charlie Awad: will have surgery on March 3 to remove bottom third of lung - cancer returned.
Shelva Gilbert : Rodger Brown going to Afghanistan on Feb. 17 ( Donna Br ownds son)
and remember Shirley Smith.
Margo Paulding : my mother, Frances Paulding currently hospitalized with heart problems.
Frost Family in recent | oss of Bobédés dad.
B ar c opray for Deron Lacy | seizures.
B r y a n pray:for Dave Beck who is having surgery for colon cancer on Thursday.
Carol Lucas : prayers for Jimds continued healing
We y a n d birsdsey, 16 yrs old, losing battle with rare neurological disease. Prayers for doctors wisdom as she
travels to Cleveland Clinic and for improved health.
Bickley Family i n recent | ossindlaW. Frankds sister

Continued prayers for . . .
Avens Liles; Jim Lucas; Walt Cason & family; Azora Norris; Shirley Smith
HOSPITALIZED . ..
FL EAST 06 Fay Brundage
RIO PINAR REHAB & Buford Brundage

PRAISES. ..

B a r ¢ pHKatie Killam received kidney & live transplant after 2 yrs. At top of list 7 21 yrs. old.
B r y a n dhenk God for answered prayer!!
Carol Lucas : praises for Jimés i mprovement after surgery.

H WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 0 -
FRIDAY, MARCH 5TH

: Day OF :
e PRAYER
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

v v
v v
v v
v 2 Tamara Kilgo g
5 Jack Prescott -

8 Jordan Coats ¥

y 16 Gregory Rummell =
y 17 Pat Harrison, Shannon Wilson ¥
y 20 Bud McMillan =
¥ 22 Ken Rummell =
y 23 Trevor Lucas ¥
¥ 24 Phyllis Hanson, Kami Harrison, ¥
¥ Annika Norris Y
¥ 27 Mary Cobb ¥
¥ 28 Randy Bryan, Verna Hatfield Y
¥ 30 Onalee Maher 7
v

v

v

v
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We have listed all known birthdays. If your name does not appear or we have listed it in-
@ correctly, we apologize! Please notify the church office with the month and day of your
birth and/or corrections. Thank you!

AAARAARA AR R A NNEEENESENEEEEES,

The U.M. Men will meet Sunday, MARCH 21st at

9 a.m . in the Fellowship Hall for their monthly breakfast (® 5\\
meeting. All men of Azalea Park are encouraged to attend. - ©

The fellowship is always excellent and everyone isalways
welcome!

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME will start Sunday, March 14th.
So, be sure and turn your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday

evening, March 13th. See you in church!!!



