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Dear Azalea Park 
Faithful, 
 

What a great month of 
learning we have just 
had with the Just Walk 
Across The Room 
study!  The entire idea 

of JWATR is that it must not end here.  
We have learned so that we can DO!!!  
And DO we must if the kingdom is to 
grow, if we are to grow.   

We have learned that we must 
get out of our Circles Of Comfort and 
enter the Zone Of The Unknown in 
order to Develop Friendships and Dis-
cover the Stories of new folks and all 
the while we must be listening to the 
Holy Spirit to Discern Next Steps.  This 
is how God (the Holy Spirit) directs us 
when and where to share Godôs story 
and our own story.  The beautiful 
thing is that once weôve done that we 
can leave the converting to God be-
cause thatôs not our job.   

          A couple reminders: 

God has a story. A powerful 
story. And your jobðand mineðis to 
learn to tell it well.  Thereôs a tried-and
-true way of explaining Godôs story 
that you might consider committing to 
memory, if you havenôt done so al-
ready. Remember the illustration 
called ñThe Bridge?ò  The Bridge is 
quite simple, really, but it is a powerful 
way to illustrate precisely what Godð
and his Son, Jesus Christðdid for hu-
mankind. 

The next time you find yourself 

in a delicate conversation where the 
person youôre talking to really does 
want to understand who God is and 
what he has done, grab a piece of 
scratch paper, a napkin or whatever, 
and ask their permission to sketch out 
this bridge. Itôs an image they wonôt 
soon forget, I assure you. Hereôs how 
it goes. 

For starters, we have to estab-
lish the reality of two beings: people 
and God. Between people and God is a 
great chasmða division that exists 
because of peopleôs propensity to re-
bel against Godôs way and go their 
own way instead. The Bible calls this 
ñsin.ò  Hereôs how you draw that: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The dilemma people face is 

that we want to get to God but know 
we canôt just leap over the chasm. So 
we try exerting human effort,  hoping 
we can get the bridge built. In the 
end, we realize that all the human ef-
fort in the world will never be enough 
to get us to the other side.  
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But thankfully, God sympathized with our 
dilemma. And because he loved us so much, he 
intervened so that we would have a means of 
getting close to him. His solution was to choose 
his Son, Jesus, to serve as the bridge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you remember nothing else about the 

bridge illustration, remember this: Christ came 
to earth to be our bridge, and whoever makes 
the decision to cross the bridge will live with 
God forever. 

Not only does God have a story, which is 
what we just looked at. But you have a story as 
well. A powerful story. And your job is to learn 
to tell it well!  

Friends, if you have come into relation-
ship with God through his Son, Jesus Christ, 
then you have a wonderful, redemptive story to 
tell. Hereôs why thatôs true é 

Regardless how old you were when you 
came to faith, hopefully you were different be-
fore  Christ than you are after  Christ  in-
vaded your world and beautifully wrecked it with 
things like grace and mercy and love. 

Take the guy from Luke 5 who once had 
leprosy. He met Jesus and was healed! 

Can you imagine what that experience 
must have been like for that man? 

What do you think he told every, single 
person who would listen from that point for-
ward?! ñI was a leper. But then I met 
Christ! And now Iôm healed é totally and 
completely healed.ò 

Well, regardless how old you were when 
you came to faith, hopefully you were different 
before  Christ than you are after  Christ  in-
vaded your world and beautifully wrecked it with 
things like grace and mercy and love.   And 
thatôs about all people need to hear right out of 
the blocks é what you were like before you 
came to Christ. What the experience was like 
of embracing faith in him. And what you are like 
after that decision. 

Youôll come across some great examples 

of well-told faith stories in your reading of Just 
Walk Across the Room this week, but let me just 
give you the ñnutò of a few helpful before-and-
afters. 

ñI was striving é but now Iôm at peace.ò 
ñI was self-destructive é but now Iôm 

healthy.ò 
ñGuilty, but now liberated.ò 
ñFear-stricken, but now confident.ò 
ñDespairing, but now hopeful!ò 
Your own before-and-after doesnôt have 

to be more complicated than this, friends. It just 
has to be simple, humble, succinct é and true.    
Sounds pretty straightforward, right?  

I agree é it should be this easy to tell an 
effective before-and-after faith story. But I have 
to tell you that itôs quite possible for these 
stories weôre talking about to absolutely 
derail.  

First, faith stories derail when a Christ-
follower just wonôt shut up. He oversupplies 
and just slaughters the demand. He goes on 
and on and on é and even after the listener 
sends all sorts of warning signals that disinterest 
and disdain have taken root, the storyteller 
obliviously keeps chatting away. 

Second, faith stories derail when a Christ
-follower is fuzzy about the storyôs core 
theme. She gets all tangled up in a dozen story 
lines and leaves her listener frustrated, ex-
hausted, and baffled. 

Third, faith stories derail when a Christ -
follower lays out a string of four -syllable 
Christian - insider  words that no one outside 
the family of faith can understand.  

Finally, our story can derail if we act all 
superior, like weôre trying to ñFIXò the other per-
son. 

Remember, Iôm waiting to read your 
faith stories.  You can email them to me at 
tonychance@bellsouth.net  

You also can mail it to me here at the 
church or just hand it to me on Sunday.  

We do this for God.  We do it so that we 
can take people with us to heaven.  And the 
wonderful side benefit to all this is that our 
church will grow.  

 Blessing to you all as become Walk 
Across The Room people, Pastor Tony 

 

mailto:tonychance@bellsouth.net


Page ï3- 

 

What a SUPER response   to Souper Sunday!!   Thanks to you 
Church, we were able to deliver 22 bags of food to the Christian Service Cen-
ter who eagerly received it.  Many hungry people were the recipients of your 
caring and love.  Thanks be to God for His many blessings.  Always remem-
ber, God loves you--and so do we.  Thank you church for all your support for 
the mission projects. 
                                                         In His Love,    
     Your Missions Team 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH COUNCIL . . .  

 
 Our annual Pancake breakfast and Egg Hunt will be 
held on Saturday, April 3rd beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
The Egg Hunt will follow at 10:00 a.m.  We will be  
accepting candy or monetary donations for this event.  
 
 The Pancake breakfast is being provided by the 

United Methodist Men and is open to everyone.  

 We appreciate all the prayers for my mom, Mildred  

Katschor, as well as the Prayer Quilts for her and Pat.  It is won-
derful to be wrapped not only in the warmth of the quilt 

(especially during these cool days), but also to be wrapped in the 
warmth of Christian love.     

    Pat & Jan Weyand  
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JANUARY /FEBRUARY   2010 
 Week                Attendance          Offering           
 1/31                            101            $2735 
  2/7                                87          $3790 
       2/14                              74                               $2190 

          2/21                              80                       $2724 

                                                               
Our apportionments PAIDð$1412ð- Remainder DUE for this yearð$15,689been  
The offerings reflect money given under pledges and tithes that are used to pay bills 
for the general operations of this church.  BUDGET OFFERING NEEDED EACH 
WEEKð $ 3504.00  

 

ñFreely you have received, freely give.ò 
Matthew 10ò8 

 ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and  

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.ó   

      - Philippians 4:6  

 
Karen Bryan :  pray for my sister, Pat in Denver, having back surgery today, Mon., Feb. 8th. 
Barcoôs:  recent death of Barcoôs brother, Buck.    
Kilgoôs:  Family of Bill Wright who passed away this past Tuesday. 

Mary Henry :  great granddaughter, Abagail, 9 months old who had eye surgery this past Thursday. 
Charlie Awad:   will have surgery on March 3rd to remove bottom third of lung  - cancer returned. 
Shelva Gilbert :  Rodger Brown going to Afghanistan on Feb. 17th (Donna Brownôs son) 
and remember Shirley Smith. 
Margo Paulding :  my mother, Frances Paulding currently hospitalized with heart problems.  
Frost Family :  in recent loss of Bobôs dad. 
Barcoôs:  pray for Deron Lacy ï seizures. 
Bryanôs:  pray for Dave Beck who is having surgery for colon cancer on Thursday. 
Carol Lucas :  prayers for Jimôs continued healing 
Weyandôs:  Lindsey, 16 yrs old, losing battle with rare neurological disease.  Prayers for doctors wisdom as she 
travels to Cleveland Clinic and for improved health.  
Bickley Family  in recent loss of Frankôs sister-in-law. 

Continued prayers for . . . 
Avens Liles;  Jim Lucas;  Walt Cason & family;  Azora Norris; Shirley Smith  

HOSPITALIZED . . .  
FL EAST ðFay Brundage  
RIO PINAR REHAB ðBuford Brundage  
 

PRAISES. . .  
Barcoôs:  Katie Killam received kidney & live transplant after 2 yrs. At top of list ï 21 yrs. old. 
Bryanôs:  Thank God for answered prayer!! 
Carol Lucas :  praises for Jimôs improvement after surgery. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER ð-  
 FRIDAY, MARCH 5TH  



MARCH  BIRTHDAYSMARCH  BIRTHDAYSMARCH  BIRTHDAYS   
   

2 2 2 Tamara KilgoTamara KilgoTamara Kilgo   
5 Jack Prescott5 Jack Prescott5 Jack Prescott   
8 Jordan Coats8 Jordan Coats8 Jordan Coats   
16 Gregory  Rummell16 Gregory  Rummell16 Gregory  Rummell   
17 Pat Harrison, Shannon Wilson17 Pat Harrison, Shannon Wilson17 Pat Harrison, Shannon Wilson   
20 Bud McMillan20 Bud McMillan20 Bud McMillan   
22 Ken Rummell22 Ken Rummell22 Ken Rummell   
23 Trevor Lucas23 Trevor Lucas23 Trevor Lucas   
24 Phyllis Hanson, Kami Harrison, 24 Phyllis Hanson, Kami Harrison, 24 Phyllis Hanson, Kami Harrison,    
            Annika NorrisAnnika NorrisAnnika Norris   
27 Mary Cobb27 Mary Cobb27 Mary Cobb   
28 Randy Bryan, Verna Hatfield28 Randy Bryan, Verna Hatfield28 Randy Bryan, Verna Hatfield   
30 Onalee Maher30 Onalee Maher30 Onalee Maher   
  
We have listed all known birthdays.  If your name does not appear or we have listed it in-
correctly, we apologize!  Please notify the church office with the month and day of your 
birth and/or corrections.  Thank you!  
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 The  U.M. Men will meet Sunday, MARCH 21st at  
 9 a.m . in the Fellowship Hall for their monthly breakfast 
meeting.  All men of Azalea Park are encouraged to attend.   

 
 The fellowship is always  excellent and everyone is always   
welcome!                                                                                                                                                                                             

 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME will start Sunday, March 14th.   
 
So, be sure and turn your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday  
 
evening, March 13th.  See you in church!!! 


